
1 
July 2020                                                                                                                                                                               Issue #581 
 

 

 

WHEELSPIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

President   Keith Williamson  0412 884 949  willik49@tpg.com.au 
Vice-President(s) Ruth Day   0423 096 563  ruthday55@gmail.com 

Rob Mead  0419 806 876  rob876@gmail.com 
Secretary   John Bryant  0418 819 998   johnb@tesseract.com.au 
Treasurer   Guy Chick   0417 297 993   guy.m.chick@gmail.com 
Management Committee Members: 

Alex Neill   0417 883 640  gordon30@adam.com.au 
Chris Frith   0418 264 686   cfrith@aapt.net.au 
Chris Frost   0417 895 088   allaboutchris@tpg.com.au 
Henry James  0414 414 520       henryjam@gmail.com 

 
Office Manager  

Sandra Brooker  08 8373 4899    admin@sportingcarclub.com.au 
 
Motorsport Coordinator 
   Melissa Rees 0487 697 474   motorsport@sportingcarclub.com.au 
    
 
 

mailto:willik49@tpg.com.au
mailto:ruthday55@gmail.com
mailto:rob876@gmail.com
mailto:johnb@tesseract.com.au
mailto:guy.m.chick@gmail.com
mailto:gordon30@adam.com.au
mailto:cfrith@aapt.net.au
mailto:allaboutchris@tpg.com.au
mailto:henryjam@gmail.com
mailto:admin@sportingcarclub.com.au
mailto:motorsport@sportingcarclub.com.au


2 
July 2020                                                                                                                                                                               Issue #581 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Presidents Report Keith Williamson 

There have been very few changes to the way the club operates since the last report, yet there are considerable 

differences. Ella has now left to pursue new opportunities and Melissa Rees has commenced. Melissa joins us 

after spending 3 years in the local CAMS/Motorsport Australia office and brings with her a huge knowledge of 

motorsport and the people in it. We wish her all the best----------next time you are in the clubrooms, introduce 

yourself and make her welcome. 

Darryl Grey has volunteered to be the Sporting Car Club representative on the All British Day committee and not 

only do we thank him for that, but we can already see some positive effects. 

With the latest relaxation of the Covid19 regulations we are looking forward to a resumption of our meetings and 

activities. Elsewhere in this issue you will find details of the various section’s events. Using these section events as 

the “test” for how effective we can be, it is the plan NOT to have a monthly general meeting in July, but endeavour 

to recommence with our first since March on August 5th. Hopefully by then, there will be a further relaxation in the 

allowable numbers and some normality will resume. 

Please allow me to copy from last week’s “Whats On At Your Club”: 

As we head toward the End Of the Financial Year, the Management Committee would like to announce that 

the Club has set up a new project with the Australian Sports Foundation; the Sporting Car Club of SA 

Infrastructure Project. The purpose of this project is to raise funds specifically for the ongoing development 

and upgrade of Club facilities, particularly Mawson House on King William Road. This provides members 

with the ability to give tax-deductible donations of $2 or more to assist. The link to donate is here: SCCSA 

Infrastructure Project (if you are reading this on your computer). You will see links on that page to donate to 

other Club projects as well – including the Collingrove Hillclimb Facility Upgrade and Track Resurfacing 

funds. Please consider those projects too as “tax time” approaches, with donations to all tax-deductible. 

On this note I would like to inform you that our Treasurer, Guy Chick has been successful in his application for a 

$10,000 Small Business Grant. Thank you, Guy!  

It has been fantastic to see members assist in not only the administration of the club, but also via “Dad’s Army” and 

also at Collingrove. If this is something you would like to pursue, please contact Sandra to discuss the 

arrangements with her. 

We are now progressing towards recommencing our Hillclimb and Circuit Racing season. The first hillclimb will be 

on July19th, the first of 2 rounds of the Collingrove Challenge Multi-club series followed by the solitary deciding 

round of the Winter Cup on August 9th. Entries are open for our first circuit race event for the year is currently being 

planned for Mallala, August 1 & 2, in line with the original 2020 calendar. 

https://sportingcarclub.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc3c60a8f4de07417acd7b9eb&id=349d06ae37&e=57e28b0495
https://sportingcarclub.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc3c60a8f4de07417acd7b9eb&id=349d06ae37&e=57e28b0495
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The positive feedback received about the current editions of Wheelspin are very pleasing and this month’s edition 

retains the same format with considerable input from members. Please feel free to submit articles, which can be 

shared with your fellow club members. Please, where possible, try to keep them to 2 or 3 pages and supply in 

“word” format. 

Membership and Log Book renewals are well under way and it is rewarding to see that finally there is considerable 

income coming in. If you have not renewed please be aware that subscriptions are now due. Please be aware that 

the government has not relaxed the Conditional Registration requirements! If you are a competitor, please be 

aware that whereas Motorsport Australia have modified the licence expiry dates, membership of a “Motorsport 

Australia affiliated Club” is still required. 

Please feel free to contact myself or any of the Management Committee members for any reason, remember we 

are elected by you to represent and act for you.! 

Until the August issue-----Keith Williamson 

And please remember the current health advice   

Download the COVIDSafe App, practice physical distancing and 

good hand hygiene, and do not attend the Clubrooms if unwell 

 

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: 

Your Management Committee have decided to keep Membership fees for 

the 2020/2021 financial year the same as the 2019/2020 financial year. 

Renewals have been sent out and are now DUE!  

A massive thank you to all Wheelspin contributors, the submissions have been so great that 
we have contributions that have had to be held over for future editions. 
Please feel free to forward any submissions you may have, I’m sure that we will all 
appreciate them. Keith Williamson. 
 
 
 

Do you own a Jaguar E-Type? 

If so, then our Club would like you to support the All British Day Committee to set up a 60th 

Anniversary display at the February 2021 event. 

If you are interested in attending the ALL BRITISH DAY and having your car feature, please 

contact Darryl Grey 0428280546 
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PART 1 

 

THE COLLECTION OF ERIC RAINSFORD 

Or  

‘THE GHOST OF SOLOMON GREEN’ 
 

Tony Parkinson recalls a 1970 tour of the basement garage housing Mr Eric Rainsford’s private vehicle 

collection and relates a conversation with him about the collection.  

 

The influence of celebrated evangelist, Billy Graham, gave rise to the splendid assemblage of Eric Rainsford’s 

many means of conveyance.  The explanation introduces a farmer from the SA country hamlet of Bute, who was 

so moved by the evangelist that he resolved to part with his worldly possessions, which included a 1912 A-type 

Vauxhall tourer.  It was duly advertised and subsequently purchased by Mr Eric Rainsford in whose possession it 

became the cornerstone of what was undoubtedly South Australia’s most significant private collection of historic 

vehicles.  

A modest and sincere man, Eric suggested that my inspection begin with a car for which he showed uninhibited 

affection.  This initiated an intriguing story woven around this car, a truly elegant 1912 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 

1853E, and the flagship of his collection. 

Originally owned by the noted Melbourne philanthropist and book-maker Sol Green, the car was given to the 

Australian Imperial Forces and, like so many of its’ marque, served as an ambulance in the Middle East during the 

1914-18 conflict. On its’ return to Mr Green, The Ghost was rewarded with a re-body in 1919 by Martin & King, 

contemporary Melbourne coach builders. 

The passing of time saw the car in Adelaide where, at the hands of J. A. Lawton & Sons, coach builders, it 

accepted yet another super-structure – in none other than American roadster form! 

Whilst Lawtons maintained a fine reputation for workmanship, the Ghost bore its’ indignity the way of a Mr Keiss in 

the Barossa Valley at Tanunda.  Eric said Keiss promptly sued the dealer responsible for selling him the car, 

claiming misrepresentation of the year.  Imagine the bitter disappointment of learning that your newly acquired 

1920 Silver Ghost is actually of 1912 vintage.   By one means or another Mr Keiss was pacified sufficiently to 

retain the car until just prior to World War II when The Ghost, because it commanded a 40-gallon fuel allowance, 

attracted a Mr Cook of Cobdogla on the River Murray.  The Ghost, with its’ 40-gallon allowance, offered him the 

opportunity to serve the fuel rationing authorities a dose of ‘native cunning’. 

Unimpressed with the Rolls-Royce name, Mr Cook wheeled The Ghost into Barmera where he commissioned 

transformation into a tractor.  The conversion required slicing the chassis frame forward of the rear springs and 

abbreviating the torque tube to allow the rear axle to be moved forward so that the vehicle assumed near voiturette 

wheel base dimensions.  A severely cracked cylinder block brought a halt to the tractor’s maiden voyage, leading 

to 25 years of neglect.    

Alerted to its’ existence Eric was able to acquire the tractor on favourable terms and resurrection commenced in 

1964. Eric said the shortened wheelbase had permitted the use of a standard trailer to transport The Ghost back to 

Adelaide but further advantages of the shortened tractor conversion were not so obvious!   

A meeting with Mr Cook produced the rear springs from a Barmera garage where, undisturbed, they had occupied 

a corner since their unceremonious divorce from 1853E. The rear portion of the chassis frame however, remained 

undiscovered.   
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Luck and coincidence are an undeniable part of old car restoration, and in this story sublime coincidence befitting 

‘the world’s best car’ stepped into the picture.  An identical complete chassis frame was found in the Victorian 

country town of Dimboola.  As it was serving as a gate Eric’s purchase of a replacement gate was a small price to  

pay for a chassis frame that matched his own exactly at a time when Rolls-Royce Chassis rear suspensions saw 

drastic change.  

Mechanical restoration now a fait accompli, the body reconstruction presented something of a problem.  Time was 

spent interviewing family members of The Ghost’s original owner, although to little avail as period photographs had 

not been preserved and, in any case, Mr Green had owned numerous Rolls-Royce models.  

After a fruitless day at the Melbourne public library examining press coverage of racing personalities of the day, 

with a particular eye for Mr Green aboard the Silver Ghost, Eric returned to Adelaide bent on the construction of his 

own interpretation of suitable coachwork. 

The result was unquestionably attractive and, although Eric had since been given a photograph of the car sporting 

a high-sided almost vintage period touring body, he was well satisfied with his own aesthetically pleasing rendition.  

It is particularly easy to agree with his choice. 

The restoration was eventually accomplished to an extremely high standard, and one other delightful story 

concerns the car’s radiator. On completion of the initial rebuild of the original radiator core by Sercks of London, 

Eric prevailed upon a friend in England, issuing him with detailed instructions for the safe packaging of the core for 

its’ return to Adelaide.  The radiator arrived uneventfully and soon found itself installed in The Ghost and headed 

for Canberra on The Ghost’s maiden outing.  En route, near Blanchetown, an unsuspecting wombat collided with 

the starting handle which was hanging free of its’ leather sheath.  The handle punctured the radiator and forced 

Eric’s return to Adelaide with the damaged radiator whilst Mrs Rainsford remained as charge d’affaires at 

Blanchetown.  Temporary repairs made, the radiator was returned to Blanchetown and refitted allowing the 

entourage to press on to the Rolls-Royce Owners Club federal rally in Canberra.  Here, despite the radiator 

setback, The Ghost displayed its’ appreciation of the painstaking restoration by winning the Federal concours 

d’elegance. 

The radiator story does not end with the concours win however, for soon the radiator core was on its’ way back to 

Sercks in London for more permanent repair.  Again, the English friend was contacted, provided with an outline of 

the circumstances necessitating the core’s return to England, and asked to make arrangements for its’ arrival 

there.  With abundant wit the friend said that he had heard of wombs and of bats but never wombats and 

suggested perhaps he should arrange a season ticket for the radiator core.   

As it happened Eric was in England at the completion of the core repair and decided to bring it home with him.  

This he managed at the sacrifice of his personal baggage. 

His definite preference for this fine example of simplicity, elegance and craftsmanship over his other cars is easily 

understood.  Silver Ghost 1853E, however, not only looks well but has travelled the 750kms to Melbourne inside 

one day, its’ massive Rudge-Whitworth wire wheels loping along readily at 90kph.    

    END PART 1 

Thanks to Rick Smith-Part 2 next month! 
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Historic Racing Register John Bryant 

Well we finally managed a face to face committee meeting. 
All looked to be moving ahead but recent events might change all the good work done to date. 
Let us hope not! 
Hill climbing was set to restart in July and circuit racing August 1st and 2nd. 
Our All Historic Mallala sponsored by Action Line Marking will be held on the 18th and 19th April 2021. 
The reason for the change is ANZAC day falls on the Sunday, so no racing allowed in the morning and no public 
holiday. 
So, it was felt the previous weekend would be the most appropriate. 
The HRR AGM has been postponed until September. 
I will be standing down as chairperson and we would love to see some new blood on the committee. 
 
HRR Chairperson John Bryant 

 

Library report -Dean Hosking 

Well members, with the Library open and functioning again, albeit with only six people in the room at any  
one time, and not a lot of news to pass on, I thought I might pass on some of my early motoring experiences. 
 
Rick Smith’s article in last month’s Wheelspin brought back some old and very familiar memories of my first 
cars, both actually owned, and alas, only coveted. 
 
My first car was an FX Holden purchased with the help of a neighbour who worked at a local Ford dealership, 
but this only lasted long enough for me to find something more interesting. This turned out to be a 1948 Mk IV 
Jaguar 1.5 litre. What this car lacked in cylinders (of the 2.5 & 3.5 6-cylinder versions) in my mind, it more than 
made up for in style. Wire wheels, walnut interior wood-work, leather seats, sun roof & beautiful instruments. The 
fact that the mechanical brake mechanism and the steering were very badly worn were minor problems; the car 
just looked perfect to my young enthusiastic eyes.  
 
Similarly, to Rick, my father Tom, who many of you will remember, tried to talk me out of such an irresponsible 
purchase, but worked tirelessly to help with the repairs after its purchase. The Jag was followed by an even less 
suitable choice in a Big 6 Citroen, which was a larger and 6 cylinder engined version of the much more familiar 
Light 15. Once again, many mechanical issues reared their ugly head, which Dad helped me deal with. 
 
The Citroen, although problematic, must have given me a taste for France’s autos because from this point I had 
many Peugeots including 203, 403 & 404 and the odd Simca. 
 
In amongst the many 203’s, I had my XK120 episode. One came along to my place of employment one day and of  
course it was for sale. I think the price was $400 which I would have needed Mum & Dad’s help to cover, but I  
think Dad had had enough of cheap worn out “exotic” cars and said the Pugs were much more appropriate  
transport for an eighteen year old. 
 
It wasn’t long after this that my first MG B came along, and although this was sold to finance my first racing car, 
the MG interest took hold and is now evidenced by my ownership of an MG A and an MG TD. 
 
See you in the Library, 
Dean Hosking 
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COMPETITION REPORT Rob Mead

Well, we’re getting closer to that light at the end of the tunnel. At this stage, let’s just hope that there’s no 
avalanche and the opening closes for us. 

By now you’ll no doubt have read all the Motorsport Australia announcements about the recommencement of 
motorsport in Australia.  I’m pleased to announce that we are aiming to conduct our first race meeting, which will 
be the first of a 3 round State Championship at Mallala on August 1st and 2nd. Round 2 will be a 2-day event at The 
Bend on October 31 and November 2 with the final at Mallala on November 28. At this stage we’re hoping to run 
the last event as a twilight meeting. Changes to the original dates were necessary to accommodate various other 
events with everybody trying to squeeze as much into 6 months as possible. 

Meanwhile, we are trying to get the hillclimb season started with the first hillclimb at Collingrove on July 19. Before 
that there’ll be a working bee at Collingrove on Sunday July 5. Any help you can offer on the day would be greatly 
appreciated. If you can be there on the 5th, please contact the Club so we have an idea on how many helpers to 
expect. 

Given the short time period available for a hillclimb season, it has been decided to run a Multi Club series over 2 
dates, July 19 and August 23. The Winter Cup will be run as a single event on August 9. The SA Championship 
and the Vintage Hillclimb will both be run as originally scheduled. Finally, there’ll be a Come and Try hillclimb on 
August 22. 

Lastly, I’d like to welcome to the Club our new Motorsport Coordinator, Melissa Rees. Yes, the same Melissa who 

was at CAMS/Motorsport Australia. Please make her feel welcome; I’m sure she’ll be a great asset to the Sporting 

Car Club. To, Naomi, Thank you for your work and best wishes in your new position at The Bend 

Until next month, keep safe 

Rob Mead, Competition Section Chairman 
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Classic & Modern Section News - Gary Dodd 

MEETINGS:   Friday the 3rd of July Aussie Car Night 

 

Join the Classic & Modern Section for our first meeting in 4 months, we will be showcasing iconic Australian Motor 

Cars on stage and highlighted videos to add to the theme. 

All members welcome especially any new members. 

This meeting is not to be missed and we look forward to seeing you on the night. 

Meeting starts at 8.00 pm doors open at 7.30pm, bar open on the night. 

Please remember social distancing of 1.5 metres 

 

FUTURE EVENTS: Sunday the 16th of August 2020 Classic & Modern Section “Cruise the Bend Race 

Track” 

 

A not to be missed event!  

Meeting at the Sporting Car Club at 10:00am for a 10:30 am start or alternately meet at The Bend by 12:00pm 

sharp. Cruise starts at 12:30pm. 

 Cost is $79 driver and car, $39 for passengers and you will get to drive both the 4.95km International Circuit and 

the 7.77km GT Circuit, included in the package is lunch in the Fuel restaurant. 

 Bookings and payment MUST be done by COB Thursday the 13th of August 2020 via the web link below or 

alternatively book with the Sporting Car Club on 83734899. Everyone Welcome! 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/TheBendMotorsportPark2/CruiseTheBendSCCOfSAAug16th2020 

The link below is for The Bend disclaimer, which must be signed by drivers and passengers and submitted on the 

day in order to receive your wristband. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/2s2p42nirn542pl/The%20Bend%20General%20Waiver.pdf?dl=0http:// 

 Gary Dodd - Chairman Classic & Modern Section 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/TheBendMotorsportPark2/CruiseTheBendSCCOfSAAug16th2020
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2s2p42nirn542pl/The%20Bend%20General%20Waiver.pdf?dl=0http://
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Member Profile 

Name:   Ross Brown 

How long have you been a club member 

for?  

A: 20 years 

Occupation? 

A: Retired string salesman 

Hobbies? 

A: cars, woodwork, gardening 

What was your first car?  

A: 1920’s Austin 7 

What is the worst car you have owned?  

A: Nissan EXA 

Car you should have kept?  

A: 1964 Morris Cooper 

Car you would love to own? 

A: Road registered Lotus Seven 

Ultimate driving holiday? 

A: Across the “Top of the World Highway” from Dawson City in the Yukon to Tok in 

Alaska. 

If you could go to only one motor race in the world which would it be? 

A: Monaco 

Greatest motor racing driver of all time? 

A: Fangio 
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A BRIDGE OVER THE RIVER. 
By James Carter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Bridge Over the River. Why?  - In the immortal words of the chicken, “to get to the other side”. 

When looking at Adelaide from the air it’s hard to believe that a river runs through given all the bridges. There 
are a good half dozen bridges just within the city environs let alone the myriad of crossings throughout the 
suburbs.  

But what did the bridges we have now replace? In most cases nothing. Bridges became a natural progression (as 
Ascot Avenue will attest with Ascot Bridge) but before then fords were often used for crossing the river like the 
one still in use near Golden Grove. Swing bridges for foot traffic were built like the one still in use at Gilberton 
(incidentally near the Tennyson Bridge which carries Stephen Terrace and which used to be a ford). Another ex-
ford, once called Dicksons Crossing, on Darley Road intersects Paradise Interchange from where one can swap 
from car to bus to bus or car with ease, interchanging seemingly at will.  

In the earliest of early days to travel to the north east of Adelaide people had only the Hackney Bridge which 
replaced Prescott’s Crossing in 1845 to cross the River Torrens. (Not even any of the oldest of club members can 
remember that.) It was the only major crossing, then bridge until Felixstow Bridge was built in 1873 to take the OG 
Road over the river. Imagine the circuitous routes one would have to take to avoid getting one’s forelocks wet? I 
speak here of horse drawn drays, the only form of freight on Adelaide’s roads, in Adelaide at the time. Now our 
transport choices are only limited by our imaginations.  

Imaginations are what created the most beautiful of the crossings over the River Torrens: The Albert Bridge. A 
vision in wrought Iron splendour carrying the city’s motto “united for the common good” in Latin. Who but early 
Adelaideans would’ve thought that Queen Victoria’s son could support such weighty musings? Perfectly positioned 
on Frome Road near the zoo, universities and soccer grounds with Victoria Drive nearby and close to the terminus 
for the university foot bridge, another engineering marvel. 

And one has to ask oneself why isn’t there a big, important Albert Street close to the Victoria Bridge which crosses 
the River Torrens and the railway yards. 

And asking, dear reader, is probably what you’re doing now. “What is this all about?” “Maybe someone should 
organise a run to look at these bridges?” “Perhaps the bloke writing this or one of his fellow committee members 
could do something?” Ponder no longer, because that is exactly what will happen.  

James Carter  
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VETERAN AND VINTAGE SECTIONS NEWS- Steve Day 

On behalf of the Veteran & Vintage Sections’ Committee 

We’re back and firing on all cylinders!! 

Yes, thanks to everyone’s patience and common sense, Covid19 restrictions have been eased and we’re finally 

able to offer meetings, events and runs. 

Socialising and driving old cars, what more could we want? Oh, and a bar. We definitely need the bar open. 

To celebrate coming out the other side of this latest weirdness; 

- we won’t just be having a meeting; 

- we won’t just be having a run; 

- WE’LL BE HAVING BOTH – cunningly timed so they’re on the same day! 

Come to one or come to both, whether you’ve got a veteran, vintage, classic or modern car, motorcycle, unicycle 

or velocipede, you’re invited to help us celebrate our return. 

COMING EVENT 

Sunday, 19th July: The Bridges of Adelaide Run 

Meet at the Sporting Car Club at 10am for a 10.30am departure to embark on a short but informative and historical 

run through the City showcasing the many bridges that provided access across the River Torrens from the 

pioneering days to today. 

 

Then… … and now 

 

 
COMING MEETING (Note change of date and time) 

Sunday, 19th July: Veteran and Vintage Sections’ Meeting 

Come along to the Car Club for a very informal meeting at 12 noon on Sunday, 19th July to celebrate our return, 

to catch everyone up on Club news and to generally socialise, gossip and tell funny quarantine stories. The bar will 

definitely be open and tea and coffee will be available. 

Please Note: All Covid19 restrictions and guidelines in place at the time will be followed so come along to safely 

celebrate our return. (And, in case you need any further encouragement, there might be cake.) 

Registration is essential for both the Bridges of Adelaide Run and our July Meeting so please contact the Club by 

close of business on Thursday, 16th July to register your attendance. 

Welcome Back. 
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What’s your next car on Club Rego? 

Under the 30-year rule, enticing models are available, says Stuart Innes 

Driving around in a Honda NSX supercar, an HSV Clubsport V8 based on the VP Commodore or a Nissan NX-R 

coupe is possible in about six months from now – on the low-cost Club Registration. 

The above make just a sample of enthusiasts’ cars launched in Australia in 1991. Under the Club Registration 

scheme in South Australia – having also been called historic or conditional rego – a car is eligible for that lower 

cost rego, and thus insurance, if 30 years or more have elapsed since January 1 of the year in which the vehicle 

was manufactured. 

That means from the coming January 1 (2021) any car with a 1991 build date is eligible to get that heavily-reduced 

rego fee in exchange for driving it on the road for 90 or fewer days over a 12-month period, each time recorded in 

a logbook carried in the car. 

In the early 90s, ABS was appearing in upper models while other desirable items such as air conditioning, central 

locking and power steering were in wider use. Buyers didn’t need to spend much more to find a car with fuel-

injection, power windows, cruise control and alloy wheels. So, this moving, 30-year rule of Club registration is 

bringing greater safety and more equipment previously found only on upmarket models. 

Let’s take an alphabetical cruise through Glass’s Guide to see some of the makes and models available in 1991 

and thus eligible for Club rego as from this coming January. 

Alfa Romeo’s 33 Boxer 16V QV was a nippy 1.7-litre hatchback while Audi’s 100, 90 Sport and 90 Quattro sedans 

with the five-cylinder engine were in their final year or two of production. The Bentley Mulsanne S or its cousins 

with a third more power, the Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit II and Silver Spur II, would be regal. But hot-foots will go for 

the Bentley Turbo R and RL (265kW and 750Nm). 

BMW launched the E36 model in 1991, its 2.5-litre six-cylinder with DOHC giving 141kW power in the 325i sedan, 

that engine also in the 525i E34 sedan. The V12 850i two-door E31 coupe was sold in 1990-92 as well. 

Citroen had the BX 16-valve hatchback contrasted to the 1991-released Ferrari 348 tb with 224kW out of a 3.4-litre 

V8. The 348 ts Targa had launched just before and the same engine was in the Mondial t Cabriolet. 

The Aussie-built little Ford Capri convertible was still being made in 1991 by then with a 77kW motor, making an 

affordable sports car. The EB Falcon and Fairmont were launched in 1991 partnered by the NC model Fairlane, 

Fairlane Ghia and luxury LTD, power fans going for the optional 165kW, 5-litre V8 which was standard in the first 

new Falcon XR8 that year. 

Rival Holden in 1991 presented the VP Commodore, its optional 5-litre V8 also having 165kW, standard in the 

Commodore SS, and available in luxury Calais, Statesman and Caprice. Among the HSV enhanced Holdens were 

the SV91 and SV Clubsport sedans¸ tweaked to 180kW. The Euro-style Holden Calibra coupe was launched in 

1991, too. 

Honda brought out a new-generation Accord sedan in 1991 with a 2156cc engine while the 96kW, 1.8-litre Integra 

Coupe sold as well. Other releases from Honda in ’91 were the 3.2-litre V6, 145kW Legend coupe and sedan and 

the fourth-generation Prelude coupe, its Si version having 118kW and “four-wheel-steer.” But the headline act from 

Honda in ‘91 was the first NSX coupe, the “Japanese Ferrari” having 188kW from its 3-litre V6. 

For Jaguar fans the XJ6 and its Daimler cousin, the Six sedan, had the 4-litre six-cylinder. The 195kW XJS V12 

coupe was still being made. 

Lamborghini said goodbye to the Countach in ’91 and introduced the Diablo 5.7-litre, V12 coupe. How does 367kW 

sound for 1991?  Lotus in ’91 presented the compact Elan Turbo SE convertible but still offered the Esprit Turbo 

SE coupe (197kW) and the final year of the Excel 2+2. 
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Maserati in ’91 went to a five-speed manual for the 222E and 228 coupes. It farewelled the 430 and Biturbo 425i 

sedan that year but unveiled a 2.8-litre, 165kW version of the Biturbo Spyder. 

Mazda introduced a new model 929 sedan with 3-litrre V6, the “leather” model having a long list of luxury gear. A 

Neo Green limited edition version of the first (NA model) MX-5 sports car was offered. Mazda’s MX6 and RX7, 

both turbocharged coupes, were still being sold in ’91. 

Mercedes-Benz largely continued 80s models into 1991 but reasonably fresh was the 300E 24-valve W124 

(167kW) and 500SL convertible, this R129 model’s 5-litre V8 giving 245kW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitsubishi’s sportier models included a Galant VR4 sedan with turbo 2-litre. Its Adelaide-built Verada semi-luxury 

sedan had a V6. 

Nissan in ’91 presented the NX and NX-R 2-litre coupes and the SSS version of the Pulsar hatchback. The 300ZX 

Targa coupe was still being sold. Peugeot in April, 1991 introduced a 90kW version of its fun, 205 GTI hatchback 

and still sold the 405 Mi16 sedan. 

Porsche in March 1991 unveiled the 911 Turbo Coupe in its 964 model (3.3 litres, 236kW).  Other 911 models sold 

that year were of the 964 series launched in 1989. The front-engine 928 and 944 models had their final year of 

sales in ’91. 

Saab in 1991 introduced the 2.1-litre, 16-valve 900i sedan and coupe plus the 147kW, 2.3-litre 9000CD turbo 

sedan and hatchback. Perhaps the most sporty Subaru presented in ’91 was the Liberty RS Turbo giving 147kW 

and all-wheel-drive. 

The Celica GT-4 Turbo with 153kW had been launched in 1990 and still on sale but Toyota in ’91 did introduce the 

Corolla GTi Sports. The Paseo Coupe came out in ’91 but wasn’t a real drivers’ car compared with the MR2 Coupe 

having a 2-litre engine as from 1990. Toyota’s Supra Turbo of 173kW was still being sold in ’91. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 
July 2020                                                                                                                                                                               Issue #581 
 

Volkswagen’s flag-carrier has been the Golf GTi but the Mk II model unveiled here in late 1990 was disappointing 

with just 77kW. Volvo had farewelled the 700 series, only its 740 sedan still on sale in ’91 the year the 940GL and 

150kW 960 sedan emerged to join siblings presented the year before. 

It means a good variety of cars to whet your appetite. There’s six months to track down the latest car to put on 

Club rego next year. 

 Meanwhile, log books for cars now on Club registration must be updated for the 2020-21 financial year and 

members must have renewed club membership.  

Failing to do either means it is unlawful to drive such a car on the road. 

 
Obsessed Collector will travel anywhere paying top cash for Enamel Signs (Fuel Company, Grocery Shop, 
Insurance Signs) Petrol Bowsers (Manual or Electric), Cloth Hoses or Brass Nozzles, Advertising Globes, Oil 
bottles or their tin or plastic tops, Oil Bottle Racks, Old Tins, anything Golden Fleece, Shell, Neptune, Texaco, 
Caltex, Atlantic, Esso, Alba, AMP, Ampol, COR, Engergol, BP, Wakefield Castrol, Mobil, Vacuum, Plume, 
Labrakate, Etc, Badges, Uniforms, Etc, Pedal Cars, Harley, Indian or British Motorcycles or Parts, Bonnet Mascots, 
Car Badges, Workshop Manuals, Veteran Car Parts Etc. Phone Stuart on 08 8892 2279 or 0408 922279. 
 

 

Circuit Excel Eseries – Outbreak of iRacing-Nathan Green 

Over the past 10 weeks, a championship of a different kind has been taking place in the virtual world to fulfil the 
competitive motorsport gap created during co-vid. Some enthusiastic members from Circuit Excel SA took it upon 
themselves to develop, manage and run an online series on the iRacing gaming platform to keep members and 
sponsors engaged during these unprecedented times. iRacing is considered the benchmark in online, simulated 
video gaming used by amateurs for fun and professionals alike such as Supercar stars Shane Van Gisbergen and 
Anton De Pasquale to improve their skills.  

Unfortunately for us, the mighty Hyundai Excel was not featured on the game so an Audi RS3 TCR was chosen as 
a substitute that retained the front wheel drive and singular make series we are accustom to [in Circuit Excel/at 
State Championship rounds]. The popularity of the series was clear from the start with 98 participants entering 
into at least one of the ten rounds. Participants included our regular South Australian Circuit Excel competitors, 
interstate Excel competitors, professional drivers from Formula Ford Australia – Ben Bargwanna, Super2 – Broc 
Feeney and TCR – Chelsea Angelo, as well as professional online sim racers. 

The great thing about virtual racing is that it can take you anywhere around the world from the comfort of your ‘sim 
rig’ without leaving home! A ‘sim rig’ is your driving office that consists of a steering wheel, seat and screen in its 
most basic setup to compete in events. Check out some of the links below as our Circuit Excel SA members take 
us through their awesome setups.  

Cass Hoare - https://www.facebook.com/circuitexcelsa.com.au/videos/552967848736446/  

Jayden Wanzek - https://www.facebook.com/circuitexcelsa.com.au/videos/738273646710451/  

Aaron Oliver - https://www.facebook.com/circuitexcelsa.com.au/videos/681555025953908/  

The Circuit Excel Eseries ventured to some of the most iconic local and international tracks including Bathurst, 
Oran Park, Monza and Silverstone. As with any race meeting, those who practiced were rewarded with results, but 
nothing was ever guaranteed! One of the most nail-biting races of the season was the 1-hour enduro at Phillip 
Island in Round 3 where real-world strategy of tyre degradation, fuel conservation and pit stops lead to a dramatic 
finish in the final corners of the race! Saturday nights at 7:30pm became the highlight of the week when every race 
was broadcast LIVE on Facebook and Youtube via SimSpeed Esports Network to over 1000 viewers some weeks. 
It created exciting entertainment and exposure for drivers and sponsors as the cars were painted to replicate their 
real Circuit Excel liveries – check out some of the photos below. We were pleased to welcome Shannons 
onboard who featured on the window the window banner of every car! 

https://www.facebook.com/circuitexcelsa.com.au/videos/552967848736446/
https://www.facebook.com/circuitexcelsa.com.au/videos/738273646710451/
https://www.facebook.com/circuitexcelsa.com.au/videos/681555025953908/
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Aside from the thrilling racing, the Eseries provided a networking platform through Discord and Twitch for 
competitors to share banter and comradery throughout the various practice sessions and post event, just like what 
we know and love in the real world!  Humanising the sport through awesome content creation by Mr Dusty aka 
Matthew and open conversation in chat groups was key to relating the virtual world back to the real world. While 
racing was always unpredictable, Victorian, Ethan Grigg-Gault, was a dominant front runner who successfully held 
off various challenges to be crowned Season 1 Champion. Ethan is a professional sim racer and Excel competitor 
having recently purchased a ready-to-race car for the Victorian Championship. We hope to see him racing in SA 
soon!  

For SA Circuit Excel members, the incentive to win was even greater as a pair of Federal RSR Semi-Slick 
tyres (control tyre of the series) was kindly donated by Mark Povey from SA Motorsport Tyres. 
Congratulations to young Aaron Oliver who finished as the highest place Circuit Excel SA driver in 3rd spot 
overall. From what we’ve seen, Aaron is a talent in both the real and virtual worlds of racing!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The experience of eSports will not replace the sensory and emotive experience we get driving our cars, particularly 
the feel we get from being on the limit. The virtual offering does provide opportunities for likeminded enthusiasts 
and clubs to engage members beyond the racetrack. With the low operating cost and minimal capital to purchase 
or upgrade cars, it’s a great way to get your fix, especially for aspiring racers. Harnessing eSports will be a useful 
gateway to engage and recruit future racers, particularly the next generation of competitors and club members. 
Thank you to everyone who has been involved in making the Circuit Excel Eseries happen. If you want to know 
more, check out some of the content on the Circuit Excel Facebook page.  

 

 



17 
July 2020                                                                                                                                                                               Issue #581 

 

THE SPORTING CAR CLUB OF SA INC 

ANNOUNCES A RETURN TO MOTOR RACING 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Including Formula Vee, Formula Ford, Historic Touring, HQ, Improved 

Production, Circuit Excel, Saloon Cars, Tarmac Rally, Sports Cars, 

Porsche, MGF, MG, Invited, Historic Racing, Non-Historic Racing Cars, 

Sports Sedan, Australian Sports Cars. 

 

Round 3 – Mallala Motorsport Park August 1st & 2nd 

Round 4 – The Bend Motorsport Park October 31st & 

November 1
st

 

Round 5 – Mallala Motorsport Park November 28
th

 

Contact Melissa Rees: motorsport@sportingcarclub.com.au or 8271-5689 
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Back words.    By Paul Murrell 

More name dropping. 

One of the many perks of being a motoring journalist (or, as the late lamented Romsey Quints used to call them, 

“muttering rotters”) is meeting some famous people. One such was Hans-Joachim Stuck who BMW brought out for 

the launch of one of their cars. He was the son of the legendary Hans Stuck (it depends how old you are as to 

which Stuck family member you know better). H-J won his first 24-hour race at the age of just 19 in 1970 and had 

an amazing racing career for many decades after, including two wins at the Le Mans 24 Hours in a Porsche 962. 

He retired from motor sport in 2011. The launch was held in central Victoria, taking in the spectacular hills and 

roads around Bright and up into the snow country. Despite driving a right-hand drive car and travelling roads 

completely unknown to him, he showed a number of motoring writers how a professional driver handles a car. 

Sitting in the passenger seat was a real eye-opener. He despatched the less-than-perfect roads in double-quick 

time, never looking the slightest bit flustered and chatting amiably as if on a Sunday drive. Journos who had 

previously thought themselves hot-shoes quickly disappeared from view behind us. And like all great drivers, his 

driving never left me (or any others privileged to share a car with him) feeling in any danger. It’s probably best that 

I don’t reveal the kinds of speeds we were achieving on public roads! 
 

Unheralded Japanese achievements. 

Editor (and now personal friend) Ross Vasse of Survivor Car magazine (one of the best classic car magazines 

available) sent me a copy of a magazine I had not previously heard of. Motor International was a Japanese motor 

magazine, printed in English in the 1970s. Most of the contributors were Japanese and brought a then-rare 

Japanese perspective to the reporting of the motor industry (and, it must be admitted, a strangely stilted writing 

style). One article that particularly caught my attention was about Japanese racing engines, most of which I had 

never heard of. Most will know that Honda entered Formula 1 in 1964 and won their first race (the Mexican Grand 

Prix) in 1965. The first Honda F1 car was the RA-271 running a 1495.3cc V12 engine with cylinder banks inclined 

at 60 degrees. The engine was mounted transversely, at the suggestion of the brilliant Soichiro Honda, the first 

transversely mounted engine since the Colombo-designed 1955 Bugatti Type 251 straight-eight 2.5-litre F1 car. 

When asked why they adopted such an unconventional layout, Honda staff replied “We are a motorcycle 

manufacturer, and so we had to start from scratch insofar as cars were concerned. No matter what designs we 

saw, they were all unusual and strange to us.” Other almost-forgotten engines in the story include the Prince six-

cylinder engine in the R-380 prototype sports car (a modified version of this engine was used in the Nissan Skyline 

2000GT-R), a 16-valve DOHC engine used in Daihatsu’s P-5 prototype sports car, a 90-degree 530hp 

turbocharged 32-valve V8 used in the Toyota 7 and a high camshaft 1589cc engine by Mitsubishi in F3 racing (and 

road racing in Australia), later enlarged to 1994cc in F2 racing to beat Australian Waggot-engined cars and 

Cosworth FVC-powered cars in the 1971 Japan Grand Prix. The more you learn, the more you realise how little 

you know. 

 

The fear factor. 

Now that we’re reduced to watching professional motor racers playing video games, I am reminded of the time a 

friend asked me how fast I had circulated around Nürburgring (thank you Jaguar!) It was a memorable day, as 

you’d expect and we had the benefit of the track all to ourselves, the attentions of Jaguar test drivers who must 

have done thousands of laps of the infamous circuit and some lovely OP (“other people’s”) cars. I honestly can’t 

recall my best time; it was pretty good but hardly world class. My friend happily told me how much faster he could 

lap the circuit on his Playstation (or whatever video game it was). I pointed out that in my case, there was no reset 

button, damage to the car was a real (and expensive) possibility and he was unlikely to be killed sitting in a fake 

car in his lounge room. I get a similar sense of ennui with the e-Series racing on tv. 
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More calls to remove the LCT. 

One of the ongoing frustrations about buying a new car is that we’re still being hit with the so-called Luxury Car 

Tax. A $70,000 purchase price will include almost 10 percent for LCT and GST. There are plenty of other issues 

with the LCT, too, including that it ropes in even high-end crew cabs utes and other work vehicles, causes some 

buyers to forego optional safety features to keep the purchase price under the threshold and upsets our EU trading 

partners who see it as a restriction on free trade (and they also object to being hit with an additional five percent 

tariff over and above LCT and GST). However, you can guarantee that governments will be crying poor for quite 

some time to come, so don’t hold your breath that this (or any other) tax will be removed. Read more at  
http://www.seniordriveraus.com/more-calls-to-remove-the-luxury-car-tax/ 
 

How many times do they have to be told? 

A mini car break-in spree was reported in my local paper recently. Five cars were broken into, but the 
telling part of the story is what was stolen: Lenovo Think Pad, Camel Mount backpack, Tarnanthi bag, a 
briefcase, Tom Tom GPS unit and, almost unbelievably, two wallets (from two separate cars). It would be 
lovely to think someone would not break into your car just because you left something in plain view, but 
that’s simply not the case. Remove or hide valuables before leaving your car. Oh, and keep in mind how 
quickly a stash of gold coins mounts up, so keep them out of sight too. 
 

What impact Coronavirus on classic prices? 

COVID-19 will undoubtedly affect many things in our lives, and classic car prices are not immune. Hagerty’s in the 

UK puts out a valuation guide and while the UK market differs significantly from ours, there is much we can learn 

from it. Not being able to actually go and inspect cars, of course, has an impact on sales. The average value of 

classic cars in the UK has risen 9.4 percent, but that’s overly simplistic. Thirty four percent rose in value while 44 

percent fell. At the recent Silverstone classic car auction, 76 of the 87 on offer found buyers. Compare that to the 

recent Shannons online auction here where 98 cars found new owners and only three failed to sell. A more 

detailed report can be found at seniordriveraus.com, follow the link to http://www.seniordriveraus.com/uk-classic-

car-prices-take-a-hit/ 

 

And that’s how the fight started... 

Back when I used to play something resembling golf, my wife suggested that if NASA really wanted to find water 

on Mars, all they had to do was send me there to hit a golf ball. 

 

Paul Murrell is a freelance motoring journalist who contributes to seniordriveraus.com, SA Life, Highlife and a number of 

other motoring publications.  

Opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of, or endorsed by, the Sporting Car Club of SA Inc.  

Readers are encouraged to agree, disagree or express contrary points of view in writing to the Editor at any time. 

  

Lancia cars I have known in South Australia- W. Denis Basson-Part 1 

 
The first Lancia I remember was a Lambda that was in a kind of wrecking yard behind a garage in Renmark. I used to play in 

this car as a small boy. It disappeared after a time and I think it went to Loxton, as years later one was advertised in the local 
paper The Murray Pioneer in Loxton. I do not know where it went and was told it did not have a Lambda engine. 

 
There was a big Lancia at a fruit property near Berri, which was a cut down Kappa, I think! It was being used as a fruit 

property tractor and eventually went for scrap. 

http://www.seniordriveraus.com/more-calls-to-remove-the-luxury-car-tax/
http://www.seniordriveraus.com/uk-classic-car-prices-take-a-hit/
http://www.seniordriveraus.com/uk-classic-car-prices-take-a-hit/
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In 1956 after leaving the Riverland, having lived there twice, I came to Adelaide and looked around for a Lambda. I chased 

one that was advertised at a city business address, but never got to see it and do not know where it went.  I went to see the 

Farina bodied two-seater but was talked out of buying it as it needed so much work. It was lying in the open and looking very 
unloved. It was part rebuilt and became the subject of a law suit, as it had been traded-in on another car by someone who 

did not own it. 
 

I bought and restored a Berliet 20hp with a TJ Richards body after looking at the Lambda Farina. I think I did as much to the 
Berliet as I would have to the Farina. 

 

After the trade-in fiasco the Farina was bought by John Vinall. The 8th series motor was rebuilt, but no other work done. John 
was killed in a car accident at a rally in Brisbane. His father, Laurie Vinall started to do work on it but when he died, his other 

son David had someone do some body work but sold it very much unfinished to Bruce Lindsay, who in turn sold it to Craig 
Schubert. The car now resides at Craig’s home near Lobethal in the Adelaide Hills. 

 

I knew of the Lambda Airway in dreadfully neglected state at either Jervois or Wellington on the River Murray but was told by 
some at the VSCC SA that it was too far gone to worry about. I have written about the Airway previously and I can remember 

seeing the very sad remains, almost unrecognizable, in the farm dump at Keith Moody’s farm at Forreston in the Adelaide 
Hills. 

 

At one of our lunchtime BBQ’s with Keith and family, I drove his first series Lambda and agreed to buy it. He also had another 
one (I think a 6th series) but before I could arrange to take possession, he changed his mind and I did not get that car. Keith’s 

first series car was known to the VSCC SA when I first joined in 1958.  It was on a farm in the South East near Millicent with, 
it was said, a cow tethered to it. Nobody was interested in it, being so far away, and there were plenty of cars around 

Adelaide. Keith was about 15 when he and his father set off in their old Morris truck and collected it.  Keith probably heard 
about it from his mentor, Malcolm Wicks. 

 

The Lambda that Warren Pitstock owned came to Adelaide on its way to Perth. It was bought on the way back by Keltie 
Tweedie, who was part owner in a business selling old cars.  He had it repainted that “purpleish” blue which he said was as 

near as he could get to the colour in the radiator badge. I think it must have passed to Keltie’s son, which is where Warren 
got it. 

 

1963 Robin Little (nee Goodes) bought a 7th series Weymann bodied Lambda from someone in Warnambool. She still owns 
this car and it has recently had the body refurbished. 

 
Mr. P. Mc T. “George” Thompson, the well-known used car dealer, long deceased, acquired a 7th series Lambda, which I think 

came from Barbera in the Riverland. It was bought by Eric Rainsford and I worked on it at one time and had new engine 
bearer tubes made and fitted. I also worked on the front suspension and differential.  Eric got another person to do 

bodywork, but I did not like the way he was repairing it, with too much lead loading. 

 
I tried to buy one of the two 4th series cars from Doug Waterman at Kadina, but he would not sell.  Many years later I helped 

to clear up his estate for his daughters and got an early single carb Fulvia sedan from them. I think his Lambdas went 
overseas. On one car he had rebuilt a ballon top and I made the girls keep all of the old wood for patterns.  I do not know 

what happened to it, and I think all of his spares went to Graham Henley. 

 
I advertised for a Lambda in the local VSCC newsletter which must have reached other clubs because I was contacted by a 

school teacher in Ballarat (he had Fiats of a type not seen in SA) and told about two Lambdas there. I tried one place with no 
reply.  However, on one of my trips to Melbourne to see my friend Harvey Reynolds, we all piled into Harvey’s Holden FE and 

came to Ballarat looking for the other car. I had been given the address for it, which turned out to be a corner house with a 

lane at the back and two other houses in the side street - all with a common back yard, as all of the lady owners were related. 
 

We looked through the boards of the garage on the lane and – yes - there was a Lambda in there with its front toward the 
lane.  I knocked on two of the houses in the side street and got no answer, so I went to the other house and knocked on the 

back door to ask permission to go into the garage for a better look at the car. I was invited in by a female voice and found my 
way inside to an old lady in bed.  She said the car belonged to her nephew and we could go and look at it. It was an 8th series 

sedan and I went and asked about the owner. The lady said that he ran a mixed business in Geelong, but did not know the 

address. I thanked her and left. I asked Harvey what a mixed business was as it was not a term used in SA. He described 
what sounded like a milk bar cum fruit and veg shop. I asked if we could go to Geelong?  Yes!  So off we went to Geelong! 
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Where to start looking? We went to Boundary Road and bingo! The first shop in a row of shops and I had the man, but he 

refused my offers. As I was about to leave, he pushed a brown paper bag (like you put apples in) to me and asked me to 

write my address and phone number on it. I thought that the next customer would get the bag, but a couple of months later 
he wrote on a scrap of paper saying he would sell the car, and that is how I got chassis No 21464, Engine No 11576, an 8th 

series sedan with Elite saloon body. 
 

It was in very poor condition, with the engine seized, instruments broken, the fuel and radiator caps missing, the back half of 
body was very rusty with the timber trunk just about falling off and the internal timbers were rotten. The bottoms of the 

wheels were not visible due to mud being washed into the garage. A replacement radiator cap came from Charlie Dean and I 

still don’t have an 8th series fuel cap or oil tank cap. 
 

The 8th series engine had dropped a valve, which I later found had bent a conrod which had gone un-noticed and had been 
rubbing on, the cylinder. A seventh series engine had been bought and the head put on but it was cracked and water had got 

into one cylinder and rusted the rings to the bore. 

 
When I went to Ballarat on a very rainy weekend in May 1971 to pick up the car, I was told that the car had the name 

Dundas and I was given the original Shields Motors documents and receipt for the car when purchased new by its first owner, 
Harry Davidson. The second owner was a Mr. Johnson and his family only ever used the car as ‘Sunday best’ and for holidays 

to Warnambool. It was never left with water in the engine - it was always drained.  Evidence of this was the rusted-out 

bottom of the radiator surround and the state of the nuts that hold it to the tubular frame. The nuts looked like cones and I at 
first thought they were rivets as all the hexagonal shape had rusted away. 

 
The documents revealed that Harry Davidson had lived at 82 Dundas Street Northcote, hence the name for car. On one of our 

visits to Melbourne we went to Dundas Street and I walked up the driveway of number 82, a large house where a woman was 
sweeping the front verandah. I enquired if Mr. Harry Davidson still lived here, she took a step back and in one breath said, 

‘Good lord no!  He did all his dough on Phar Lap and last I heard he was up country managing a hotel.’ 

 
Davidson must have lost a packet! He had traded a 7th series tourer to get the 8th series sedan and did not take possession 

until August 1930. It cost £950 and he was allowed £425 on his 7th series tourer, from which the occasional seats were to be 
reupholstered and transferred to the sedan. Parts of the dismantled 7th series engine came with the car, having been 

dismantled with some bits lost. 

 
I acquired an 8th series tourer body shell which was damaged near the back-wheel arch from a part-time car wrecker. He had 

seen the body high up in a stack at the crushers yard and asked that it be brought down. A ‘grab’ crushed it a bit, and I let it 
go - much to my daughter’s disgust, as she liked to play in it. 

 
The buyer had a much ‘cut and shut’ V8 powered Lambda and I thought he would be better off restoring a proper car. He 

kept it a short time and sent an advert to the Lancia Register Newsletter, but before the advert appeared, Bill Jamieson the 

Newsletter editor, was asking me for a bed so that he could come to Adelaide to collect it. I was a bit cross about this!  If I 
had known about it coming up for sale again, I would have bought it back - but I didn’t get the chance. 

 
I think Bill rebuilt this into a car which, when I last saw it many years ago at Castlemaine, was painted cream and black. I 

spoke to then owner and he was not happy with it. 

 
On one of Bill Jamieson’s visits to our house I took him to visit Ian Mc Donald, who had an original short wheelbase 7th series 

Lambda. Ian had also owned a Talbot 105 which I looked at buying years ago, but was put off by the preselector gearbox.  
He sold the Lambda to one of his motorcycle mates and it eventually went to someone in Geelong. 

 

I also bought from Harvey Reynolds most of a seventh series car and a lot of bits, and half a car cut under the front doors.  
Some of this went into the restoration of the Airway when Don Wright was working on it. I cut the toe board out for him, plus 

the triangular side vents. Getting all of this back to SA necessitated several trips to Melbourne with a borrowed Valiant utility 
and at one time a car trailer. I left behind some of an early series car in Harvey’s yard, and I am not sure what he did with 

that. 
 

Harvey told me that he had owned several Lambdas, including a California top which had sliding glass on rails on the top of 

the doors.  His modus operandi was to go to Chandlers on a Saturday morning and see what they had.  If he liked the look of 
a car, he took it for a week’s trial. I presume he paid some sort of deposit. If, after a week he didn’t like it, he took it back 

and sometimes got another one on trial. 
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Harvey tried one of the Noel Cox Lambdas from Narreen, but did not buy it. It came to David Lipsham in Adelaide, but he 

didn’t do much to it and after a while sold it to Duncan Scott, who restored it and took it to a Castlemaine rally. It now resides 

in the UK and is known as Shiela and has just completed a trip from UK via the Netherlands to Italy still painted red all over. 
 

I also knew of the Bill Byfield cars. He had three, one of which he buried under the foundations of his house. The one he 
drove was known as ‘The Galloping Glasshouse’ as it had a ballon top fitted.  I have no idea what became of that car or the 

other one. It was not in the VSCC SA by the time I joined.  I have photos of it and I was given, by Bill, many years later an 
early Lambda radiator with his comment, ‘If you want the rest of it you will have to dig up the house’. I knew Bill quite well, 

but did not fancy digging up the house! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are three Lancia Lambdas in the pictures and a Vauxhall 30/98 The Lambda nearest with the detachable sedan top is 

the one he used and one of them got put into the build-up for the foundations of his house in Vansittart Place Burnside



23 
July 2020                                                                                                                                                                               Issue #581 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



24 
July 2020                                                                                                                                                                               Issue #581 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                  Remember:   

10% discount at all Autobarn outlets on     

production of your SCCSA membership 

card
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Market Place 
 

1949  Riley, RMA, Black, cream leather seats, leather not spoilt, original condition seats and interior in 

good order, recent valve replacement plus head and manifold gasket. Fuel tank sender repaired 

recently. Always under cover. $10,500. Reg No 11711. Contact Hedley 0414 714 853. 
 
 
MGB Mark I I .  1971 Roadster, low mileage. New hood. Mechanics good. Restoration required of 

interior. Price $18,000. Reg S346BTG. Call Grant Kirkpatrick on 0498 225 742. 

 

Lotus twin-cam components .  Stromberg head with cams, valves, etc. front timing chest. Virtually 

everything but missing the block and internals. $3,500 ono. Call David Tye on 0403 600 600 or 0401 

617 030. 

 

Classic white walled tyres  (6.70 x 15 inch). Very low mileage. Cost new $420 from Antique Tyres 

Melbourne. Several sets of tyres from $100 each. Reason for sale – I have changed all of my classic 

cars to American white walled radials. Phone John Whittaker 0401 617 030 

 

Ralt RT4 1 981  – Chassis number 277. Significant historic car with wins at Indonesian GP 1981, 3rd 

Malaysian GP 1981 and 1st Penang GP 1982. I am selling reluctantly… $60,000. Call Richard Warland 

on 8388 6885 or 0411 275 740. 
 
Wanted: Rear kerosene Rotax tail light to suit Edwardian Vauxhall.  

Contact Ral Rainsford 8552-8494 ralrainsford@gmail.com 

 

Wanted: Set of good condition original Fuchs alloy wheels for Porsche 911T 1971. Phone John 0447 318 886  

 

MECHANIC WANTED full time or part time to work at Car Craft Services in Mount Barker. We seek  
a qualified mechanic to work on classic, vintage and prestige vehicles. Please contact Peter Bell  

(08) 8398 2133. Email: pbcarcraft@gmail.com 

 

Wanted: “Rims wanted to buy please, 4 X 15” or 16”, 5 stud X 114pcd, either alloys or steelies to suit Mazda, tyres 
not needed unless they are stickies suited to Hillclimb, Ph Peter on 0413 133 233 “ 
 
SUNBEAM ALPINE FACTORY ALUMINIUM HARDTOP TO SUIT SERIES 1 ALPINE This hardtop is in 
excellent/as new condition as produced by the Factory.  It has never previously been fitted to a vehicle.  No 
windows or interior lining have been fitted.  Please contact Peter Maxwell 0427 692695 for more information and 
images. Price $500 ono 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Rainsford’s  Collectable Cars 
Always buying a n d  sell ing Veteran,  Vintage a nd  Classic cars worldwide. 

96 Richmond Road Keswick SA 5035 
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